St. John’s

EPISCOPAL CHURCH * DECATUR, ALABAMA

THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | OCTOBER 18, 2026

8:00 AM | THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE |

Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.
Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal.
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section.

Organ Prelude

THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation

The Collect for Purity
Gloria

The Collect of the Day
The First Lesson

The Psalm

The Second Lesson

The Gospel

The Sermon

The Nicene Creed

The Prayers of the People
Confession & Absolution
The Peace
Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory

Presentation Hymn

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer 1
Sanctus

The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem

The Post Communion Prayer
The Blessing

Procession Hymn

Dismissal

BCP 323
BCP 323
Hymn S204

Isaiah 45:1-7

Psalm 96:1-13

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

Mr. Gregory Jones, Seminarian
BCP 326

BCP 328

BCP 330

BCP 332

Inside Back Cover, BCP

Hymn 380
BCP 333
Hymn S114
BCP 336
BCP 337
Hymn S$164
BCP 339
BCP 339
Hymn 595
BCP 339



10:30 AM | THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I

Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.
Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal.
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section.

Organ Prelude

Processional Hymn Hymn 423
THE WORD OF GOD

Opening Acclamation BCP 355
The Collect for Purity BCP 355
Gloria Hymn S280
The Collect of the Day

The First Lesson Isaiah 45:1-7
Psalm Psalm 96:1-13
The Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Sequence Hymn & Children’s Chapel Procession Hymn 706

The Gospel
The Sermon

Matthew 22:15-22
Mr. Gregory Jones, Seminarian

The Nicene Creed BCP 358
Prayers of the People Form VI BCP 392
Confession & Absolution BCP 360
The Peace BCP 360

Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Offertory

Inside Back Cover, BCP

Presentation Hymn Hymn 380
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361
Sanctus Hymn $130
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364
Fraction Anthem Hymn S164
Communion Hymn 1 Hymn 665
Communion Hymn 2 Hymn 685
The Post Communion Prayer BCP 365
The Blessing BCP 366
Procession Hymn Hymn 595
Dismissal BCP 366

All who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, regardless of denomination, are welcome to
receive communion in the Episcopal Church. If you would like information regarding baptism at St. John's, please speak
to one of the clergy. For reasons of public health, if you desire to intinct, please allow the Eucharist Minister to dip your
host in the wine and place it on your tongue. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of Communion, simply indicate
that by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.



TODAY'S READINGS

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations:
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with
steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Isaiah 45:1-7

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have grasped to subdue
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him--and the gates shall
not be closed: | will go before you and level the mountains, | will break in pieces the doors of
bronze and cut through the bars of iron, | will give you the treasures of darkness and riches
hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is |, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call
you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, | call you by your
name, | surname you, though you do not know me. | am the LORD, and there is no other; besides
me there is no god. | arm you, though you do not know me, so that they may know, from the
rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; | am the LORD, and there is
no other. | form light and create darkness, | make weal and create woe; | the LORD do all these

things.

Psalm 96:1-9 S415

Jerome Webster Meachen

(b. 1930)
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' Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation
from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

* For great is the LORD and greatly to be

praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are
but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

¢ Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his

presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his

sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the

peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

? Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

Continues



' Tell it out among the nations: The LORD is 2 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for

King! * joy before the LORD when he comes, *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot when he comes to judge the earth.
be moved; he will judge the peoples with * 13 He will judge the world with
equity.” righteousness *

" Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be and the peoples with his truth.

glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and
mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work
of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know,
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your
sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you
received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report
about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols,
to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming

Matthew 22:15-22

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach
the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not
regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the
emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the
test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.
Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The
emperor's.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the
emperor's, and to God the things that are God's.” When they heard this, they were

amazed; and they left him and went away.



Questions for
Reflection:

How might we shift
a grumbling heart
into a welcoming
wave?

The Rev. Cn.
Dina van
Klaveren is
Canon for
Development
at the Episcopal Diocese
of Maryland and is a
past-president and
member of the Board of
Directors for TENS.

THE EPISCOPAL
NETWORK FOR
STEWARDSHIP

T3

Making Space is an Invitation

year ago | began practicing yoga at a studio near my home. The

Ainstructor is a grounded, gifted practitioner who sets the tone for
movement, relaxation, and growth. Her class has grown in popularity and
sometimes we are packed a bit close in the space. If someone comes in a
Little late, we all adjust our mats and make space graciously- although in
my heart | grumbled at the inconvenience of it. That is, until | was stuck
in traffic and arrived the very minute class was starting and opened the
studio door to find the room full. | closed the door and felt frustrated.
Darn traffic! | stood outside alone in my disappointment when the door
open and a fellow student waved me in, mouthing the words: “we made

room for you?”

| felt tears selling up in my eyes as | hurried to the open space and rolled
out my mat. Another person smiled and waved at me. It almost felt Like
too much to bear- this grace-filled way that my fellow students offered

plenty good room for me to enter and find the balance | craved.

Making space for one another, without judgement, creates a powerful
connection in community. | no longer grumble in my heart as a latecomer
arrives because I've been there. And, | hope they feel the acceptance | felt

as we slide our mats to make more room.

There is plenty good room for us to accept one another, just as we
are right now. | pray that in all aspects of our life in community,and
especially in our faith community, we learn to wave one another in and

with a gentle smile mouth the words: “we made room for you” TRy



COMING UP A

ST. JOHN'S

THE CALENDAR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
8:00 am The Holy Eucharist (Rite )
9:00 am Beans & Rice Pre-Packing, Parish Hall
9:15 am Choir Rehearsal, Church
9:15 am Nursery Available Until 11:45 am
9:30 am Sunday School for All Ages

10:30 am The Holy Eucharist (Rite Il) following
service, lemonade & cookies on the patio

3:00 pm Parish Picnic, 4181Cty Rd 400, Courtland
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19

9:30 pm ShowerUp, Hands Across Decatur

5:00 pm Cursillo Reunion Group, Library

6:30 pm Scout Meeting, Parish Hall

her

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 sz
9:30 am ESL Class, Parish Hall CoEds s

€ ~

10:00 am  Staff Meeting o BRI o
Cuwioy

5:15 pm Vestry Meeting, Library
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
10:00 am Rector’s Bible Study, Library
11:00 am Beans & Rice Packing, Parish Hall
12:10 pm

bit.ly/infostjohns

The Holy Eucharist with Prayers for
Healing and Anointing, Chapel

5:30 pm Stewardship Dinner & Program, Parish Hall
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

92:30 am ESL Class, Parish Hall

9:30 am Beans & Rice Distrobution

5:30 pm Theology on Tap, The Brick Deli
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

7:00 am Men's Cursillo Reunion Group, Library
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

8:00 am The Holy Eucharist (Rite 1)

9:15 am Choir Rehearsal, Church

9:15 am Nursery Available Until 11:45 am

9:30 am Sunday School for All Ages

10:30 am The Holy Eucharist (Rite Il); following
service, lemonade & cookies on the patio

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY!

Please Note: The Parish Picnic is at Edgenhill,

Larkin Martin & John Thornton'’s river house,
4181County Road 400, Courtland

GOOD FOOD, FINE FRIENDS
& THE GREAT OUTDOORS!

PARISH PICNIC

Sunday, October 18 | 3:00-5:30 pm

HOLY SMOKERS’ FISH FRY! PLEASE BRING
A DISH TO SHARE AND A LAWN CHAIR!

TODAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY!

Beans & Rice This Week

TODAY! October 18, after 8:00

and 10:30 services, beans and

rice pre-pack, Parish Hall.
Wednesday, October 21, 11:00.am,
grocery bag packing in the Parish Hall

Thursday, October 22, 9:00 am, set
up; 2:30-11:30 am, beans and rice
distribution, Gordon Drive entrance.

Come on down and lend a hand when you can!

TOMORROW!
==Sh
ogogo

The next ShowerUp is on Monday, October 19,
9:30-11:30 am at Hands Across Decatur. Go to
bit.ly/26showerup for more information and to

sign up.

owerUp

Shower Grace. Hope. Love

If you need help seeing the print in the prayer
book and hymnal, large-print, spiral-bound Books
of Common Prayer and magnifiers for hymnals are
available. Please ask an usher for assistance.

LOVE GOD. LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR. LOVE YOURSELF.



%ﬂ 2027 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

] bit.ly/annualpledge27

Plenty Good Room is our stewardship theme this
year, inviting us to look at our lives—and at the life of
St. John's—through the lens of God's abundance.

We invite you to prayerfully consider your pledge for
2027. St. John's goal is 100% participation. We are
asking every household to participate by making a
pledge of any size. Each pledge matters from all who
call St. John's their church home.

Pledges can be made by hand delivery, mail, and
online. Thank you for your gifts of time, talent,
and treasure supporting St. John's now and in
the future!

WEDNESDAY EVENING STEWARDSHIP SERIES:
JOIN US FOR TRIVIA NIGHT!

October 21| 5:30, Dinner | 6:00 pm Program
Play along with our “pub-trivia” game, testing your

knowledge of St. John's and the church! Suggested
donation for dinner is $5, $20 cap per family.

: October 28 is St. John's Got
: Talent! night. Come show your ot
‘ talents or enjoy the talents of others.

: All ages are welcome to participate! Sign up on the
: bulletin board outside the parish hall or contact the :

: church office.

% Plenty Good Room

CANDY DRIVE!
TRUNK SIGN UP!

FOR ST. JOHN'S 3R ANNUAL

TRUNRWTREAT

Looking forward to St. John's Third Annual Trunk or
Treat on Thursday, October 29th! Costumes, candy,
kids, and hanging out with friends on a fall evening!

You can help make Trunk or Treat
a great community event!

Step One: Candy Drive! We go through A LOT of
candy at Trunk or Treat! Please donate individually
wrapped, snack-sized bags of candy to the marked
bins in the Narthex and office hallway.

Step Two: Sign up to decorate your
trunk and give out candy at the event.
Scan the code or go to bit.ly/26trunk

BACKPACK

‘MINISTRY

The October Backpack Ministry sign up has many
open spots! This is a weekly ministry with small time
commitments and flexible schedules for purchasing,
packing, and delivering take-home bags of
groceries. Come help us provide weekend food

for school children experiencing food
insecurity!

Go to sign up at bit.ly/fall26backpack
or scan code. Thank you!

OUR PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS

We pray for family and friends who are ill or distressed, especially Russell Barr, Jenny Berry, Billy Biles, John
Bolton, Joe Burns, Walt Chenault, Andy Dye, Susan Easter, Donna Hambrick Huffman, Jessica Kelly, Bobbie
Patton, Earl Pettey, David Rahm, Richard Ray, Heidi Ross, Nick Roth, Robert Schafer, Melissa Schafer,
Rebecca Self, Richard Shelburne, Steve Smith, Dot Straub, Amy Sykes, Glynn Tubb, Lanelle Van Horn, Julie
Warren, Rachel Wiley, and Gretchen Willis.

We pray for those who serve in and with the Armed Forces, especially Michael Blair, Steven Blair, Jonathan
Easter, Garrett McElroy, Eston Rogers, and Austin Wallace.

We pray for the departed.

We pray for persecuted Christians and refugees around the world; for an end to poverty, addiction, and
violence of all kinds; for the students, families, teachers, and administrators of Banks-Caddell Elementary
School; for our Companion Diocese of Honduras and their bishop, Lloyd; for all victims of violence, hatred,
prejudice, and oppression and the agencies and ministries that advocate for their safety, dignity, equality,
and respect.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God



Ushers
Lectors
Lay Eucharistic Ministers

Acolytes

Media Ministry
Flower Rearranger

Flower Deliverer

Vestry Person of the Day

The Rev. Rufus Van Horn, Associate Rector
Vickie Reed, Financial Administrator

Mary Coe, Director of Communications

SERVING TODAY
8:00 AM: Steve Price
8:00 AM: Bobby Greene
8:00 AM: Erika Huber
8:00 AM: Rebecca Self

Ann Stewart, Rhonda Buckley
Dell Felts

Kim McCain, Nell Standridge,
Emily Pyatt Vaughan,
Faye Pyatt, Ann Stewart

Kevin Wilson

CLERGY AND STAFF

The Rev. Chase Ackerman, Rector

10:30 AM: Nadine Moebes, Eliza Wilder
10:30 AM: Ashton Shelton
10:30 AM: Pat Price

10:30 AM: Jonathan Ackerman,
Gus Greenbaum, Parker Tubb

chase@stjohnsdecatur.org
rufus@stjohnsdecatur.org
vickie@stjohnsdecatur.org

mary@stjohnsdecatur.org

Lauren Riddell Choirmaster

William Polzin Organist

Gregory Jones Seminarian

Callie Melick Nursery Attendant

Rebecca Bailey Nursery Attendant

Paul Montgomery Sexton
VESTRY

Class of 2026: Nora Hall, Sue Hennessy, Julie Leavitt (Senior Warden), Lyla Peebles, Kevin Wilson

Class of 2027: Bynum Kirby, Jackie Joiner, Ann Stewart (Junior Warden), Suzanne Thompson,

Victoria Tumbleson

Class of 2028: Alex Adams, Rob Getman, Luke Slaton, Erika Huber, Emily White

Stuart Tubb Treasurer

Stan Evans Assistant Treasurer

Carol Sartain Clerk

Ken Schuppert Chancelor

stjohnsdecatur.org

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
202 Gordon Drive SE | Decatur, Alabama 35601

Church Office 256-353-9615 | churchoffice@stjohnsdecatur.org
After-hours Pastoral Emergency: 256-280-3792
Monday - Thursday | 8:30 am - 4:30 pm | closed Friday


mailto:rufus@stjohnsdecatur.org
mailto:vickie@stjohnsdecatur.org
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