St. John’s

EPISCOPAL CHURCH * DECATUR, ALABAMA

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

8:00 AM | THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE |

Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.
Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal.
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section.

Organ Prelude

THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation
The Collect for Purity
Hymn of Praise
The Collect of the Day
The First Lesson
The Psalm
The Second Lesson
The Gospel
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
The Prayers of the People
Confession & Absolution
The Peace
Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory

Presentation Hymn

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer 1
Sanctus

The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem

The Post Communion Prayer
The Blessing

Procession Hymn

Dismissal

BCP 323
BCP 323
Hymn 421

Ezekiel 33:7-11

Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20
Father Ackerman

BCP 326

BCP 328

BCP 330

BCP 332

Inside Back Cover, BCP

Hymn 408
BCP 333
Hymn S114
BCP 336
BCP 337
Hymn S155

BCP 339
BCP 339
Hymn 376
BCP 493



10:30 AM | THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I

Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.
Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal.
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section.

Organ Prelude
Processional Hymn

THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation

The Collect for Purity

Hymn of Praise

The Collect of the Day

The First Lesson

Psalm

The Second Lesson

Sequence Hymn & Children’s Chapel Procession
The Gospel

The Sermon

The Nicene Creed

Prayers of the People Form VI

Confession & Absolution

The Peace

Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory

Presentation Hymn

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A
Sanctus

The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem
Communion Hymn 1
Communion Hymn 2

The Post Communion Prayer
The Blessing

Procession Hymn

Dismissal

Hymn 518

BCP 355
BCP 355
Hymn 421

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14

Hymn 546

Matthew 18:15-20
Father Ackerman
BCP 358

BCP 392

BCP 360

BCP 360

Inside Back Cover, BCP

Hymn 408
BCP 361
Hymn S$125
BCP 364
BCP 364
Hymn S155
Hymn 674
Hymn 325
BCP 365
BCP 366
Hymn 376
BCP 366

All who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, regardless of denomination, are welcome
to receive communion in the Episcopal Church. If you would like information regarding baptism at St. John's, please
speak to one of the clergy. For reasons of public health, if you desire to intinct, please allow the Eucharist Minister
to dip your host in the wine and place it on your tongue. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of Communion,
simply indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.



TODAY'S READINGS

The Collect of the Day

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Ezekiel 33:7-11

You, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If | say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood | will require at your hand. But if you warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel,
Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As | live, says the Lord GOD, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Psalm 119:33-40 S415
Jerome Webster Meachen
(b. 1930)
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3 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your 37 Turn my eyes from watching what is
statutes, * worthless; *
and | shall keep it to the end. give me life in your ways.
3 Give me understanding, and | shall keep 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
your law; * which you make to those who fear you.
| shall keep it with all my heart. 3 Turn away the reproach which | dread, *
% Make me go in the path of your because your judgments are good.
comw, * 4 Behold, | long for your commandments; *
for that is my desire. in your righteousness preserve my life.

% Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.



Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word,
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But
if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly | tell
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

SERVING TODAY

Ushers 8:00 AM: Harry Moore 10:30 AM: Ann Stewart

Victoria Tumbleson
Lectors 8:00 AM: Jerry Jacob 10:30 AM: Tessa Hughes
Lay Eucharistic Ministers 8:00 AM Lisa Dye 10:30 AM: Pat Price, Dodie Hall
Acolytes 8:00 AM: Rebecca Self ~ 10:30 AM: Freida Pressnell

Leland Pressnell
Anne Hatcher Thompson

Media Ministry Kevin Wilson
Flower Rearranger Ann Stewart
Flower Deliverer Pat Price

Vestry Person of the Day  Emily White

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH | 202 GORDON DRIVE SE | DECATUR, ALABAMA 35601
churchoffice@stjohnsdecatur.org | stjohnsdecatur.org | Monday-Thursday | 8:30 am—4:30 pm
Church Office 256-353-9615 | After-hours Pastoral Emergency: 256-280-3792
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