St. John’s

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 'x‘ DECATUR, ALABAMA
www.stjohnsdecatur.org

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | AUGUST 23, 2026

8:00 AM | THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE |

Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.
Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal.
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section.

Organ Prelude Ombra mai fu
G. F Handel
THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation BCP 323
The Collect for Purity BCP 323
Hymn of Praise Hymn 412, v. 5-6
The Collect of the Day
The First Lesson Isaiah 51:1-6
The Psalm Psalm 138
\\138The Second Lesson Romans 12:1-8
The Gospel Matthew 16:13-20
The Sermon Father Ackerman
The Nicene Creed BCP 326
The Prayers of the People BCP 328
Confession & Absolution BCP 330
The Peace BCP 332
Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers Inside Back Cover, BCP

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory

Presentation Hymn Hymn 288
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer 1 BCP 333
Sanctus Hymn S114
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 336
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 337
Fraction Anthem BCP 337

Taste and see. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord
O taste and see. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord.

The Post Communion Prayer BCP 339
The Blessing BCP 339
Procession Hymn Hymn 400, v. 1-3, 7

Dismissal BCP 493



10:30 AM | THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I

Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.
Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal.
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section.

Organ Prelude

Ombra mai fu

G. F. Handel

Processional Hymn Hymn 405
THE WORD OF GOD

Opening Acclamation BCP 355

The Collect for Purity BCP 355

Hymn of Praise
The Collect of the Day

Hymn 412 v. 5-6

The First Lesson Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm Psalm 138
The Second Lesson Romans 12:1-8
Sequence Hymn & Children’s Chapel Procession Hymn 487

The Gospel
The Sermon

Matthew 16:13-20
Father Ackerman

The Nicene Creed BCP 358
Prayers of the People Form VI BCP 392
Confession & Absolution BCP 360
The Peace BCP 360

Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Offertory

Inside Back Cover, BCP

Presentation Hymn Hymn 288
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy, page 5
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364
Fraction Anthem BCP 365
Taste and see. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord
O taste and see. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord.
Communion Hymn Hymn 334

Communion Hymn

I the Lord of sea and sky, page 6

The Post Communion Prayer BCP 365
The Blessing BCP 366
Procession Hymn Hymn 400 v.1-3, 7
Dismissal BCP 366

All who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, regardless of denomination, are welcome
to receive communion in the Episcopal Church. If you would like information regarding baptism at St. John's, please
speak to one of the clergy. For reasons of public health, if you desire to intinct, please allow the Eucharist Minister
to dip your host in the wine and place it on your tongue. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of Communion,
simply indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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TODAY'S READINGS

The Collect of the Day

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when | called him, but | blessed him
and made him many. For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and
will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness
will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give
heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the
peoples. | will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will
rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to
the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth
will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will
be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

Psalm 138 Jerome Webster Meachen S415
(b. 1930)
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' I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my ¢ They will sing of the ways of the LORD, *
whole heart; * that great is the glory of the LORD.
before the gods I will sing your praise. 7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the
2] will bow down toward your holy temple lowly; *
and praise your Name, * he perceives the haughty from afar.
because of your love and faithfulness; & Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you
3 For you have glorified your Name * keep me safe; *
and your word above all things. you stretch forth your hand against the

fury of my enemies;

* When | called, you answered me; * )
your right hand shall save me.

you increased my strength within me.

*? The LORD will make good his purpose for
me; *
O LORD, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your
hands.

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O
LORD, *
when they have heard the words of
*your mouth.



Romans 12:1-8

| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by
the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure
of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16:13-20

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you
say that | am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. | will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.



Holy, holy, holy

Lift Every Voice and Sing 255

Sanctus (10:30)
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Communion Hymn 2 (10:30) | the Lord of sea and sky
Wonder, Love, and Praise 812
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SERVING TODAY

Ushers 8:00 AM: D Hall 10:30 AM: Bobby Straub
Lectors 8:00 AM: Kathy Stoner 10:30 AM: Emily White

Lay Eucharistic Ministers 8:00 AM: Grant Thompson 10:30 AM: Brian White, Lisa Dye
Acolytes 8:00 AM: Rebecca Self 10:30 AM: Rebecca Self

Media Ministry Ann Stewart

Flower Rearranger Kathy Landis

Flower Deliverer Kathy Landis

Vestry Person of the Day Nora Hall

CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Chase Ackerman, Rector chase@stjohnsdecatur.org
Vickie Reed, Financial Administrator vickie@stjohnsdecatur.org
Mary Coe, Director of Communications mary@stjohnsdecatur.org

Lauren Cantrell Riddell Choirmaster
Foster Bailey Organist
Callie Melick Nursery Attendant
Rebecca Bailey Nursery Attendant

Paul Montgomery Sexton

VESTRY
Class of 2026: Nora Hall, Sue Hennessy, Julie Leavitt (Senior Warden), Lyla Peebles, Kevin Wilson

Class of 2027: Bynum Kirby, Jackie Joiner, Ann Stewart (Junior Warden), Suzanne Thompson,
Victoria Tumbleson

Class of 2028: Alex Adams, Rob Getman, Luke Slaton, Erika Huber, Emily White
Stuart Tubb Treasurer
Stan Evans Assistant Treasurer
Carol Sartain Clerk
Ken Schuppert Chancelor

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

202 Gordon Drive SE | Decatur, Alabama 35601

Church Office 256-353-9615 | churchoffice@stjohnsdecatur.org
After-hours Pastoral Emergency: 256-280-3792

Monday - Thursday | 8:30 am - 4:30 pm | closed Friday
stjohnsdecatur.org
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