The Day of Pentecost
May 24, 2026
10:00 a.m.

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Decatur, Alabama



Holy Baptism, Confirmation, and The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy.

Hymns are found in The Hymnal 1982 (blue book).

Prelude Lauda Anima
Arr. By Don Hustad

Processional Hymn 225 Salve festa dies

The Word of God

The people standing, the Bishop says
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Pegple The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Bishop then continues

There is one Body and one Spirit;
People There is one hope in God's call to us;
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day

Bishop The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Bishaop Let us pray.

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of
your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore
to rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The people sit.

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entite house
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages,
as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's



deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"
But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel: “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.""

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
People

Psalm 104:25-35, 37 S 415
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0O LORD, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

“Yonder is the great and wide sea

with its living things too many to number, *

creatures both small and great.

“"There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan, *
which you have made for the sport of it.

*5All of them look to you *

to give them their food in due season.

“’You give it to them; they gather it; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with

good things.
“"You hide your face, and they are terrified; *

you take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.

*You send forth your Spirit, and they are
created; *
and so you renew the face of the earth.

’May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; *
may the LORD rejoice in all his works.

“He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
he touches the mountains and they smoke.

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; *
I will praise my God while I have my being.

May these words of mine please him; *
I will rejoice in the LORD.

7"Bless the LORD, O my soul. *
Hallelujah!



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. For just as the body is one and
has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 513 Bridegroom
Procession to Children’s Church

All children are invited to come forward and follow the procession to Children’s Church and return at the Peace.

Gospel: John 20:19-23

Deacon ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”

Deacon ~ The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Glenda Curry

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Bishop The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Sponsor I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

The Bishop asks each candidate when presented
Do you desire to be baptized?
Candidate 1 do.



When all have been presented the Bishop asks the parents and godparents
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present
is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents

I will, with God's help.

Bishop Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow
into the full stature of Christ?
Parents and Godparents

I will, with God's help.

Then the Bishop asks the following questions of the candidates, parents, and godparents

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel
against God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy
the creatures of God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

Answer I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer I do.

The Bishop then says

The other Candidates will now be presented.

Presenter 1 present these persons for Confirmation.
I present these persons to be received into this Communion.
I present this person who desires to reaffirm her baptismal vows.

The Bishop asks the candidates
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?

Candidates 1 do.

Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
Candidates 1 do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

The People stand.

The Bishop addresses the congregation, saying
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their
life in Christ?

People We will.



The Baptismal Covenant

The Bishop then says these or similar words
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal
covenant.

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and
tellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?

People I will, with God's help.

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People I will, with God's help.

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good
News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God's help.

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God's help.

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God's help.
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Prayers for the Candidates

The Bishop then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth and for those
who have renewed their commitment to Christ.

Deacon  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon  Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon  Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Bishop says

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the
power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and
torever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Bishop blesses the water, first saying
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Bishop continues

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning
of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of
promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as
the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin
into everlasting life.



We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it
we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful
obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Consecration of the Chrism

The Bishop may then consecrate oil of Chrism, placing a hand on the vessel of oil, and saying

Eternal Father, whose blessed Son was anointed by the Holy Spirit to be the Savior and servant of
all, we pray you to consecrate this oil, that those who are sealed with it may share in the royal
priesthood of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and

ever. Awmen.

The Baptism

Each candidate is presented by name to the Bishop, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who then immerses, or pours
water upon, the candidate, saying

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amzen.

Then the Bishop places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using Chrism and
saying to each one
N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen.

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop prays over them, saying
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed

upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace.
Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder
in all your works. Amen.

When all have been baptized, the Bishop says
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Bishop and People
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Bishop says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.
Silence may be kept.



Then the Bishop says

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have
overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have
bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their
Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Awmen.

The Bishop lays hands upon each candidate and says

For Confirmation

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that se may continue yours for ever,
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until se comes to your everlasting kingdom.
Amen.

For Reception

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive
you into the fellowship of this Communion. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve,
and keep you. Awmen.

For Reaffirmation

N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the service
of Christ and his kingdom. Aen.

Then the Bishop says

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your
Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word,
that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Peace

All stand.

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Announcements

Birthday Prayer

Watch over your children, O Lozrd, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may
be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up
if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Awmen.

Anniversary Prayer
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual
unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that
they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem
Presentation Hymn 380 Old 100th
All stand as the gifts are brought forward.
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The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.



Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
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The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanks-
giving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

God’s Paschal Lamb is sacrificed for us;
Therefore with joy we keep the Easter feast;
Forsaking sin, we share the Bread of Truth. Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]
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All who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, regardless of denomination, are welcome
to receive communion in the Episcopal Church. If you would like information regarding baptism at St. John'’s, please
speak to one of the clergy. For reasons of public health, if you desire to intinct, please allow the Eucharist Minister to
dip your host in the wine and place it on your tongue. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of Communion,
simply indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Hymn 314 Adoro devote
Communion Hymn 509 Nun danket all und bringet Ehr
Communion Hymn 349 Aberystwyth

Post-Communion Prayer
The Celebrant says

Let us pray.

The People stand or kneel.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Bishop Our help is in the Name of the Lord;
People The maker of heaven and earth.
Bishop Blessed be the Name of the Lord;
People From this time forth and evermore.

Bishop The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.
People Amen.

Processional Hymn 525 Aurelia

The Dismissal

The People are dismissed and respond

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Carl Gofthilf Glaser
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Candidates for Baptism

Claire Evelyn McCalpin
Collin O’Neal Riddell
Edward Preston Stewart

Sadie Lenora Wilson

Candidates for Confirmation

Pamela DeAnne Banker
Rhonda Maze Buckley
Natalia Dombrowolski
Adam Franklin Drake

Sarah Lynne Drake
Jackson Bruce Hughes
Jason Paul McCalpin
Michael Jason Meares
Daniel Charles Mote
James Byron Wilder
Sarah Elizabeth Wilder
Austin Ogden Wofford

Candidates for Reception

Guenther Huber-Delle

Karen Dianne Vinson

Candidate for Reaffirmation

Rebecca Louise Self
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Our Prayers and Thanksgivings

We pray for family and friends who are ill or distressed, especially Marella Adams, Russell Barr,
Jenny Berry, John Bolton, Kase Bradford, Walt Chenault, Jessica Kelly, John R. Johnson,
Jr., Anne Ledbetter, Lisa Littrell, Tommy Loyd, Rip Nance, Heidi Ross, Nick Roth, Robert

Schafer, Melissa Schafer, Steve Smith, Glynn Tubb, Carolyn Tweedy, Gretchen Willis, and
Ashton.

We pray for those who serve in and with the Armed Forces, especially Michael Blair, Steven Blair,
Jonathan Easter, Garrett McElroy, Eston Rogers, and Austin Wallace.

We pray for the departed.

We pray for persecuted Christians and refugees around the world; for an end to poverty,
addiction, and violence of all kinds; for the students, families, teachers, and administrators of
Banks-Caddell Elementary School; for our Companion Diocese of Honduras and their
bishop, Lloyd; for Cursillo #240, pilgrims and staff; Parish and Diocesan Communications
and their work to keep us connected to one another and the needs and hopes of the world.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God
in celebration of Wendi and Joe Miller’s 18t anniversary
by David and Sherri Rahm
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Celebrant Crucifer
The Rt. Rev. Glenda Curry, Ezra Lokken
XII Bishop of Alabama Sully Nickels
Deacon Bishop’s Chaplin
The Rev. Sam Burcham Anne Hatcher Thompson
Assisting Priest Torchbearers
The Rev. Chase Ackerman Gus Greenbaum
Piper Nickels
Lector

Mike Faruqui

CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Chase Ackerman, Rector
The Rev. Sam Burcham, Deacon, Outreach and Family Ministries
Vickie Reed, Financial Administrator
Mary Coe, Director of Communications
Lauren Cantrell Riddell Choirmaster
Foster Bailey Organist
Elizabeth Carter Associate Organist
Julia Sanford Semznarian
Callie Melick Nursery Attendant
Rebecca Bailey Nursery Attendant

Melba Middleton Food and Hospitality

Paul Montgomery Sexton

VESTRY

Ushers
Alex Adams
Nadine Moebes

Vestry Representative
Luke Slaton

Flower Rearranger
Lou Greene

Flower Delivery
Janet and Danny Morgan

Live Stream
Ann Stewart

chase@stjohnsdecatur.org
sam(@stjohnsdecatur.org
vickie@stjohnsdecatur.org

mary(@stjohnsdecatur.org

Class of 2026: Nora Hall, Sue Hennessy, Julie Leavitt (Senior Warden), Lyla Peebles, Kevin Wilson

Class of 2027: Bynum Kirby, Jackie Joiner, Ann Stewart (Junior Warden), Suzanne Thompson, Victoria Tumbleson

Class of 2028: Alex Adams, Rob Getman, Luke Slaton, Erika Huber, Emily White

Stuart Tubb  Treasurer

Stan Evans _Assistant Treasurer

Carol Sartain Clerk
Ken Schuppert Chancelor

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
202 Gordon Drive SE | Decatur, Alabama 35601
Church Office 256-353-9615 | churchoffice@stjohnsdecatur.org
After-hours Pastoral Emergency: 256-280-3792
Monday - Thursday | 8:30 am - 4:30 pm | closed Friday
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