
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

8:00 AM | HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I 
 
 

Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.  
Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal. 
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section. 

Organ Prelude 
 

Voluntary on Martyrdom “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 
Franklin D. Ashdown  

THE WORD OF GOD 
Opening Acclimation BCP 323 
Collect for Purity BCP 323 
Trisagion Hymnal S100 
The Collect of the Day  
The First Lesson 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The Psalm Psalm 23 

The Second Lesson Ephesians 5:8-14 

The Gospel John 9:1-41 

The Sermon The Rev. Mary Catherine Allan-Thomas 
The Nicene Creed  BCP 326 
The Prayers of the People BCP 328 
Confession & Absolution BCP 330 
The Peace  BCP 332 
Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers                                   Inside Back Cover, BCP 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Offertory  
Presentation Hymn Hymnal 9 v 4-6 
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer 1 BCP 333 
Sanctus Hymnal S114 
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 336 
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 337 
Fraction Anthem Hymnal S161 
The Post Communion Prayer BCP 339 
The Blessing BCP 339 
Procession Hymn   Hymnal 143 
Dismissal BCP 339 

  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT | MARCH 15, 2026 



 
 

10:30 AM | HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 
Please keep a reverent silence before the liturgy and ensure all electronic devices are silenced.  

Prayers and liturgy can be found in the red Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Hymns can be found in the blue Hymnal. 
Hymns listed with an “S” in front of the number can be found in the front of the hymnal in the Service Music section. 

Organ Prelude                                    Voluntary on Martyrdom “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 
Franklin D. Ashdown  

Processional Hymn Hymnal 142 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Opening Acclamation BCP 355 
The Collect for Purity BCP 355 
Trisagion Hymnal S100 
The Collect of the Day  
The First Lesson 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
The Psalm Psalm 23 
The Second Lesson Ephesians 5:8-14 
Sequence Hymn & Dismissal to Children’s Chapel Hymnal 150 
The Gospel John 9:1-41 
The Sermon The Rev. Mary Catherine Allan-Thomas 
The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
The Prayers of the People, Form II BCP 385 
Confession & Absolution BCP 360 
The Peace  BCP 360 
Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Prayers  Inside Back Cover, BCP 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Offertory  
Presentation Hymn Hymnal 9 v 4-6 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361 
Sanctus  Hymnal S124 
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364   
Fraction Anthem Hymnal S161 
Communion Hymn 1 Hymnal 339 
Communion Hymn 2  Hymnal 567 
The Post Communion Prayer BCP 365 
The Prayer over the People  
Procession Hymn  Hymnal 143 
Dismissal BCP 366 

 

All who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, regardless of denomination, are 
welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church. If you would like information regarding baptism at St. 
John’s, please speak to one of the clergy. For reasons of public health, if you desire to intinct, please allow the 
Eucharist Minister to dip your host in the wine and place it on your tongue. If you prefer to receive a blessing 
instead of Communion, simply indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are 
available upon request.  
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TODAY’S READINGS 
The Collect of the Day 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 
he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.”  

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked 
on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to 
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He 
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all 
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.”  
He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.  
The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon  
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
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Psalm 23  S 410 

 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for 
his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the 
presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and 
my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD  
forever. 

 

 

Ephesians 5:8-14 
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit 
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

John 9:1-41 
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 
able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 
not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then 
how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how 
he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I  

  



 
 

see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”  

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 
was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this 
because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he 
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out.  

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” 
And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard 
this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, 
you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

SERVING TODAY 
Ushers 8:00 AM: Harry Moore 10:30 AM: Rebecca Self and Ann Stewart 
Lectors 8:00 AM: Bobby Straub 10:30 AM: Tessa Hughes 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers 8:00 AM: Erika Huber 10:30 AM: Dodie Hall 
Acolytes 8:00 AM: Rebecca Self 10:30 AM: Jonathan Ackerman,  

Gus Greenbaum, Piper Nickels 
 

Media Ministry Patrick Lokken  
Vestry Person of the Day Nora Hall and Erica Huber 
Flower Rearranger Kathy Landis  
Flower Deliverer Kathy Landis  
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CLERGY AND STAFF 

The Rev. Chase Ackerman, Rector chase@stjohnsdecatur.org 
The Rev. Sam Burcham, Deacon, Outreach & Family Ministries sam@stjohnsdecatur.org  
Vickie Reed, Financial Administrator  vickie@stjohnsdecatur.org 
Mary Coe, Director of Communications mary@stjohnsdecatur.org 

 Lauren Cantrell Choirmaster 
 Foster Bailey Organist 
 Julia Sanford Seminarian 

 Natalie Huber Children’s Ministry Assistant 
 Callie Melick Nursery Attendant 
 Rebecca Bailey Nursery Attendant 
 Melba Middleton Food & Hospitality 
 Paul Montgomery Sexton 

VESTRY 
Class of 2026: Nora Hall, Sue Hennessy, Julie Leavitt (Senior Warden), Lyla 

Peebles, Kevin Wilson 
Class of 2027: Bynum Kirby, Jackie Joiner, Ann Stewart (Junior Warden), Suzanne 

Thompson, Victoria Tumbleson 
Class of 2028: Alex Adams, Rob Getman, Erika Huber, Luke Slaton, Emly White 

 Stuart Tubb Treasurer 
 Stan Evans Assistant Treasurer 
 Carol Sartain Clerk 
 Ken Schuppert Chancellor 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

202 Gordon Drive SE | Decatur, Alabama 35601  
Church Office 256-353-9615 | churchoffice@stjohnsdecatur.org 

After-hours Pastoral Emergency: 256-280-3792  
Monday - Thursday | 8:30 am - 4:30 pm | closed Friday 

stjohnsdecatur.org 
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